Thiazide-induced potassium loss not prevented by beta blockade.
Potassium balance was followed in 12 subjects with hypertension during treatment either with timolol and hydrochlorothiazide or with timolol, hydrochlorothiazide, and amiloride. Subjects treated with the beta-blocker and thiazide developed potassium depletion, which was prevented by concomitant treatment with amiloride. Thiazide augments timolol-induced potassium loss and it is suggested that the renal handling of potassium is changed by other mechanisms. The decrement in potassium loss during concomitant amiloride treatment cannot be explained.